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1 

THE REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO THE KING'S 

MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY IN COUNCIL FOR THE 

YEAR 1934 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY 

WE submit to Your Majesty the Report of the Board of 
Education for 1934. 

1. The present Report deals with the calendar year, carrying 
tb record of the Board's administration down to 31st December, 
1934. It is combined with the Board's annual statistics, most of 
which relate to the period ended in March or July of that year. 

2. Steady progress continues to be made with the reorganisation 
of the elementary school system on the lines of the Hadow Report 
on the Education of the Adolescent. During the twelve months 
ended 31st March, 1934, 1103 departments were affected by schemes 
of reorgani ation, and by the 31st of December of that year another 
496 wer added to this number. These schemes of reorganisation 
affected children of all ages. The Board have now published for the 
first time a detailed list (List 49) showing how far individual autho­
rities had by the 31st March, 1934, re-organised the schools in their 
area on the lines of the HadowReport,and at thatdateapproximately 
53 per cent. of the pupils aged 11 and over were in reorganised 
schools. This corresponds with a figure of 50 per cent. at the same 
date in 1933. The process of replacing or improving the premises of 
Black List Schools continues and during the year 72 schools were 
removed from the List. We are glad to report that a substantial 
reduction has taken place in the number of over-large classes. This 
is a matter to which we have given unceasing consideration and 
during the year we conducted a special investigation of the circum­
stances in which, in a number of areas, the elimination of over-large 
classes appeared to be proceeding too slowly. Two additions during 
the period under review were made to the list of authorities which 
have adopted the age of 15 years as the upper limit for compulsory 
school attendance. 

3. The problem of the most suitable education for children 
attending elementary schools in rural areas is one of some difficulty. 
During the year the Board published a pamphlet entitled " Education 
and the Countryside " which is based on a comprehensive survey of 
the work done in representative county areas, and which concerns 
itself with the various ways in which schools in rural areas are 
making the environment of their pupils contribute to the fashioning 
of a good general education. 
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4. The teaching establishments p~oposed by_ local educati?n 
authorities under the Code were agam the sub1ect_ of a special 
survey, and the results of this survey ~re set o~t m Chapter I. 
The quality of the teaching staff contmues_ !o improve. After 
reviewing carefully the prospective opportumties for emplorment 
for new teachers the Board have not felt it necessary to reqmre for 
1935 any further'reduction in the number of train_ing college students, 
though they have not found it possible to consider a retu_rn to the 
numbers previously approved. Short courses fo~ teachers m ~chools 
of all types have been provided by the Board smce 1918, ~1th B:e 
object of keeping teachers in touch w h _developments m their 
subjects and providing mental stimulus and mtellectual refreshment 
after some years of practical teaching .. A full acco11:nt of the develop­
ment and working of these courses will be found m Chapter VI. 

5. While little change occurred during the year in the total 
number of secondary schools recognised for grant, !h~ total n~mber 
of pupils in attendance continued to incr_ease. This mcrease is due 
to a considerable extent to the developmg d~rnan_d for se_condary 
education, but it is also influenced by fluc~u~t10ns m the birt~ ra~e 
in earlier years leading to increased adm1ss10ns_ and a r~duct10n m 
the number of leavers. As a consequence of the mcrease m numbers 
there were on the 1st October, 1934, some 350 more classes over the 
normal limit of 30 pupils than on the ~orresponding_ date last year. 
As long as the effect of the irregular birth r~te co1:1tmues_to be fe~t1 
the Board realise that special arrangements mvolvmg an mcrease m 
the size of classes may have to be made in_ some scho?ls, but they 
consider this to be only a temporary expedient and will watch the 
situation carefully. 

6. We are glad to report that contrary to t_he Board's expectat~on, 
the number of part-time students atten~g schools recogmsed 
under the Regulations for Further Educat10n ~a~ shown a. con­
siderable increase and we are confident that this mcr~ase will be 
maintained. The number of full-time students agam s~ows a 
slight increase. During the year the Board proc:eded with_ ~he 
enquiry into the fee arrangements of local educat10n authonties, 
which was announced in last year's Report. As was perhaps to be 
expected, the fee arrangements for part-time evening courses h~ve 
presented more difficulties than the arrangeme:1ts for full-time 
courses. The question of the closer co-operat10n between the 
educational and the industrial systems of the country has been 
engaging our active attention and a _detailed. accou?t of the p~rt 
that the junior technical school plays m fostenng this co-opera~10n 
is given in Chapter III. The Board _have ai:inounced the establish­
ment of a scheme of ational Certificates m Commerce, the first 
examination for which will be held in 1936. 

7. The passing of the Unemploymen~ Act, 1934, laid on lo~al 
education authorities for higher educat10n the duty to provide 
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courses for unemployed juveniles up to the age of 18, as might be 
necessary, lowered the age of entry into Unemployment Insurance to 
coincide with the school leaving age and obliged unemployed persons 
under the age of 18 to attend courses of instruction, if so required by 
the Ministry of Labour. Your Majesty's Government decided that 
the experience of the Board in educational matters should be placed 
at the disposal of the Minister of Labour in order to facilitate the 
conduct of this new service, and an account of the arrangements 
made is given in Chapter III. In this Chapter there will also be 
found a statement of the progress made with the provision of classes 
for unemployed adults. 

8. As mentioned above the Board desire that the schools should 
in the fullest measure provide for the educational needs of industry 
and it was to further this object that they issued in December an 
educational pamphlet on " Industry and Art Education on the Con­
tinent." This pamphlet was the outcome of a visit to the Continent 
earlier in the year by two of Your Majesty's Inspectors, in the 
course of which six countries were visited and art education in these 
countries, particularly in its industrial aspect, investigated. It has 
met with a most favourable reception and it is proposed to deal 
with it fully in our next Report. Reference was made in last year's 
Report to the issue of a Circular outlining a new scheme for the 
organisation of art instruction. The effects of that Circular ( o. 
1432) are detailed in Chapter IV of this Report. 

9. The work of the Board in the field of adult education continues 
to make steady progress and during the year the Adult Education 
Committee began its enquiry into "The place of the arts in the 
liberal education of adults." An account of the co-operation 
between the Public Library Service and the schools is given in 
Chapter V. 

10. Chapter VIII comprises some details of the progress made in 
the School Medical Service. A full account of the School Medical 
Service is to be found in " The Health of the School Child "-the 
Annual Report of the Board's Chief Medical Officer. Mention may 
here be made of the inception in September, 1934, of the Milk Market­
in~ Board's Scheme for the provision of milk to elementary school 
children at the reduced rate of ½d. for one-third of a pint. This 
Scheme has met with very great success. It is estimated that prior 
~o the 1st Oc~ober, 1934, about 1,000,000 children were receiving milk 
m school, either on payment, or by means of free distribution 
by local education authorities. By December of that year this 
number had increased to about 2½ millions. We desire to place on 
record an appreciation of the co-operation of the teachers in the 
arrangements for the sale of milk to the children. The Board took 
the opportunity afforded by the initiation of this cheme to 
issue a Circular setting out their views on the arrangements for the 
provisfon_ of free meals and m~,. and emphasising the desirability 
of penod1cal survey of the nutnt10n of all school children. 

J 
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11. The Board's original estimate for the year 1934-3~ amounted 
to £42,104,018, a net increase of £43,_117 as compared w1~h the rear 
1933-34. The estimate included an mcrease of £243,700 m p~ns10ns 
to teachers due to the continuous growth of the number of pens10ners. 
Against this there has to be set a decr~ase in grant to the local 
education authorities largely due to a fall m the average attendance 
in the elementary schools. The estimate was prepared on th~ assump­
tion that the 10 per cent. reduction in teachers' salanes_ :-vould 
continue throughout the year, but i? consequence of ~he dec1s10n of 
Your fajesty's Government to provide for the restoration of one-half 
of this reduction as from the 1st July, 1934, a supplem~ntary 
estimate of £1,506,000 was introduced in July, 1934. 1:his sum 
• 1 d d £6 000 to meet the cost to the Board of the ad1ustment 
:c ~ee rem~eration of Ministers and Civil Servants made from 
the same date. The Board's total estimate for the year 1934--35 
was therefore £43,610,018, an increase of £1,549,117_ ?n t~at 
for the preceding year. The cost of the Boar~'s own admm1strat~on 
and inspection shows a slight increase, due mamly to the restorat10n 
of half the reduction in salary. 

12. As is indicated in the body of the ~eport, local educati_on 
authorities have during the year made considerable pro~ess_ with 
the replacement of old and the provision. of new . premises m all 
departments of their administration and durmg the nme m_onths from 
1st April to the 31st December,_ 1934, the B?ard gave their approval 
to proposals involving a capital expenditure of £4,449,212, an 
increase of £885,678 on the capital expenditure approved for the full 
financial year 1933-34. 

,, 
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CHAPTER I 

ELEMENT ARY SCHOOLS 

I. Grant Regulations 

13. The Elementary Education Grant Regulations, 1932, (Grant 
Regulations o. 1) remained in force, the provision under Article 4 (1) 
for payment of grant to necessitous areas being continued for 
1934--35 by Elementary Education Grant Amending Regulations 
No. 2, 1934. 

14. Consequent on the remission of one-half of the 10 per cent. 
reduction in the salaries of teachers as from the 1st July, 1934, 
the Regulations were further amended by the Elementary Educa­
tion Grant Amending Regulations No. 3, 1934. These Regulations 
provided that as from the 1st July, 1934, the formula in Article 2 
of the existing Regulations should be altered as follows:-

(a) Forty-one shillings shall be substituted for forty-five shillings 
as the sum to be taken into account for each unit of 
average attendance in public elementary schools main­
tained by an authority; and 

(b) Eleven-Twentieths of the net expenditure on the salaries 
of teachers in those schools shall be substituted for one­
half of that expenditure. 

15. In order that effect might be given to this alteration of the 
formula for the period of nine months beginning on the 1st July, 
1934, it was provided that the amount of grant to each authority 
for the full year 1934-35 (exclusive of any additional grant to 
necessitous areas under Article 4) should be calculated as follows:-

Formula for the Full year 1934-35. 

Forty-two shillings for each unit of average attendance in 
public elementary schools maintained by the authority, with the 
addition of-

(a) One-half of the net expenditure on the salaries of teachers 
in the said schools for the period of three months beginning 
on the 1st April, 1934; 

(b) Eleven-twentieths of the net expenditure on the salaries of 
teachers in the said schools for the period of nine months 
beginning on the 1st July, 1934; 

(c) One-half of the net expenditure ranking for aid to that 
extent, other than expenditure on such salaries as afore­
said; and 

(d) One-fifth of the remaining net expenditure; less the product 
of a sevenpenny rate in the authority's area. 

I 

I 

I 
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2. Educational Pamphlets 

16. During the year the Board published a pamphlet (Educational 
Pamphlet No. 99) entitled "Education and the Countryside." 
This pamphlet is concerned with the various ways in which schools 
in rural areas are making the environment of their pupils contribute 
to the fashioning of a good general education. It is based on a 
comprehensive survey which involved the securing of information 
from every county and a detailed investigation of the work done 
in representative county areas. 

3. Reorganisation 

17. Satisfactory progress has continued to be made in the 
reorganisation of schools on the lines of the Hadow Report on the 
education of the adolescent. Altogether 1,103 departments were 
affected by schemes of reorganisation during the 12 months ended 
31st March, 1934, and a further 496 during the 9 months ended 
31st December, 1934. 

18. The number of departments classified as " senior " rose 
from 2,344 on 31st March, 1933, to 2,612 on 31st March, 1934, and 
of those classified as" junior " from 5,586 to 5,922, while the number 
of departments classified as " boys," " girls " and " mixed," most 
of which are all-age departments, fell from 15,715 to 14,984. 

19. The 2,612 senior departments contained on the 31st March, 
1934, 800,651 pupils aged 11 and over, or 39 • 1 per cent. of the total 
number of pupils of this age group in public elementary schools, as 
compared with 699,077 (or 34·7 per cent.) on the same date in the 
previous year. In addition, 1,322 of the all-age departments were 
organised with " senior divisions " providing a separate course of 
instruction for all pupils over 11, and educating approximately 
159,000 senior pupils. Thus approximately 47 per cent. of the pupils 
aged 11 and over were by the 31st March, 1934, either in senior 
departments or in senior divisions. The position is, however, more 
satisfactory than these figures indicate, since there were on 31st 
March, 1934, 129,103 pupils aged 11 and over in reorganised junior 
departments pending their automatic transfer in due course to 
senior departments. By the 31st March, 1934, approximately 53 per 
cent. of the total of pupils aged 11 and over were, therefore, in 

reorganised schools. 
20. The 5,922 junior departments contained 1,241,722 pupils 

on 31st March, 1934, as compared with 1,171,346 pupils on the same 
date in the previous year. The number of pupils between 8 and 12 
in these departments amounted to 913,039, representing 38·5 per 
cent. of the total number of pupils of these ages in public elementary 

schools. 
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21. The age distribution in junior departments on 31st M h 
1934, was as follows:- arc 

No. of o. of No. of 

-- No. pupils pupils pupils 

under 8. 8 and II and 
under 11. over. 

Junior Boys . . .. 599 
I 

16,327 124,176 23,883 
Junior Girls .. .. 681 33,908 124,374 23,998 
Junior Mixed .. .. 4,642 273,879 539,955 81,222 

22. The number of departments classified as " infants " f 
6,314 on the 31st March, 1933, with 1,166 185 u il t 6 183ell from 
31st March, 1934 with 1 123 755 il ' P P s,_ 0 , on the B d' · ' ' ' pup s. It contmues to be th 
thoar s pbol~cy to encourage s:parate infants' departments whereve~ 

e num ers warrant and m fact 28 • f , 
were opened during the ye~r The' fall ~e~h m ants departments 

f:partme;ts is to_ be attribute.din the ma: to ~h~ug:!::ai°1e~~~\~~ 
e. num er of mfants which has been proceedin continuo 

~~: 1;g a~~ s~~: :::.1?:}:s.t ,Firty-~ix infants' de/artments ,~!7e 
i:~1:e~ts for junior_ c~ir~en. ~Pt; ~e~:ss;e~~ :::i~:::~f:n w;~~ 

~~~~~~/~ ~l~~:~~n~e:1t~!\p~~i~ ~~~:~~u~f :~a:~p:~~~~~~ :i~:~ 
s h 23- Vofluntary ~s w_ell as council schools again participated in the 
c eme o reorgamsat10n. The number of senior d • 

v~luntary schools rose from 300 on the 31st March l;~;rt;1e;J~ m 
!n~ ~1s;%;:;ch, 1934, (257 Church_ of _England, 72' Rom;n °cathofi~ 
2 350 (2 121 i1tndh t~e {umber of Jumor departments from 2,237 to 
' ' ' urc o ngland, 161 Roman Catholic and 68 others). 

sam~\e~n m_ost/as~ the reorga~isation of voluntary schools of the 
e . omma I?n as been earned out by agreement, but the local 
A~~c~~~~ ~uth ?nty. hav~ pow~r under Section 34 of the Education 

' . ' . o give directions with the approval of the Board fo th 
~::gamsa~10n of volun~ary schools of the same denomination ~ th! 

~ locahtr, and dunng the year ended 31st March 1934 5 
~~~~i~ aff egmg 11 schools we~e approved by the Boa~d under [~~ 

n. ne proposal affecting 4 schools was not approved. 

sho!~· w; have P?bl~s~ed for the first time a detailed list (List 49) 
reo mg: iw far md1v1dual authorities had by 31st March 1934 
R rgamse the schools in their area on the lines of the H d ' 
is ehort. f The prefa~ory note to this list contains a short table :h~~ 
h ere or con_vemence ~ep~oduced, recording the ro ress' wh· 
af\~!e~~;:~e ;; 2~~orgamsat10n since the issue of the )fa~ow Rep~cr~ 



All-age De~art- Per-Senior Junior Departments. mcnts with enior 
Departments. Divisions. eentage 

Per- of the 
centage total o[ 
of Col.3 Cols. 3, 
to total 

Number 7 and 
Number number Number Number to 

of of of of of total 
pupils pupils No. pupils pupils o. pupils number No. aged 11 aged 11 aged 8 aged 11 aged 11 of 

and and and and nod pupils 
over. ovrr. under 12. over. over. aged 11 

and 
over. 

(I) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 

% % 
Mar b, 1927 649 163,106 ·5 1,776 150,923 10,830 } o figures 

1928 718 174,574 9· 5 1,868 175,778 12,164 available. 

1929 3 2 ' 99 12·6 2,518 277,330 15,230 
120,440 24·7 

1930 1,017 238,681 15·3 3,212 416,405 26,500 1,225 .. 
565,730 62,535 1,483 152,052 32·5 

1931 1,352 319,620 19·5 4,049 .. 
4,994 739,739 95,336 1,40S 162,510 -12· 1 

1932 .. 1,915 519,151 2S· l 48·8 
1933 2,344 699,077 34·7 5,586 855,549 120,689 1,346 164,450 .. 129,103 1,322 158,759 53·2 
1934 .. 2,612 800,651 39· 1 5,922 913,039 

4. Closure and Amalgamation of Schools 

26. The question of reducing the number of red:1ndant sc~~ols 
has continued to receive the attention of local education authonhes. 
During the year ended 31st March, 1~34, altogeth~r 163 schools 
were closed as compared with 213 dunng the previous year. Of 
these 87 were small schools with an average attendance of less than 
30 and 76 were somewhat larger schools with an average attendance 
of' over 30. Sixty-four were Council Schools, 95 were Church of 
England Schools, 2 were Roman Catholic chools and 2 were other 
voluntary schools. 

27. The closure of 34 of the smaller schools w~s disputed and a 
formal determination by the Board under Section 19 (1) of the 
Education Act, 1921, was therefore necessitated. In 3 of these 
cases the Board decided that the school was necessary. In the 
case of the 76 larger schools closure was usually by agreement, but 
there were a few disputed cases. It will be remembered that under 
the Education ( ecessity of Schools) Act, 1933, the Board have now 
power to determine schools with an av~rage a~t~ndance of ~O or 
more to be unnecessary, provided certam conditions. are satisfied, 
notwith tanding that the closure is disputed. Dunng t~e year 
ended 31st :March, 1934, 4 proposals for closure were submitted for 
the Board's decision under this Act, in 2 of which the school was 
determined by the Board to be unnecessary. 

28. In addition to the closures mentioned abov~, 244 departments 
were discontinued through merger or amalga1'?ahon. There seen:is 
no doubt that these closures and amalgamations have resulted rn 
increased efficiency and economy. 

29. During the 9 months nded 31st December, 1934, 77 further 
closures and 93 ama1gamations have taken place and 4 proposals 
for closure were submitted for the Board's decision under the 
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Necessity of Schools Act. In 3 of these cases the schools have been 
deemed to be unnecessary. 

5. School Supply and Improvements of Premises 

30. Particulars as to the number of schools and departments are 
given in Table 5 of the Statistics. On the 31st March, 1934, there 
were 20,842 schools, containing 29,701 departments, as compared 
with 20,874 schools, containing 29,959 departments, on the same 
date in the previous year. There was a net increase in the number 
of Council Schools of 82, 64 schools being closed, 113 new schools 
opened and 33 existing Voluntary Schools being converted by 
transfer to the local education authorities into council schools. The 
number of Roman Catholic Schools increased by 8, 2 schools being 
closed and 10 new schools opened. The number of Church of 
England Schools decreased by 116, 5 new schools being opened and 
95 schools closed, while 26 schools were wholly transferred to local 
education authorities. 

31. During the year end d 31st March, 1934,pr liminary proposals 
were approved under Section 18 of the Education Act, 1921, for 
86 ne~ Council Schools and 13 new Roman Catholic Schools. During 
the rune months ended 31st December, 1934, further preliminary 
proposals were approved for 116 new Council Schools and 20 new 
Voluntary Schools. 

32. The continued need for strict economy resulted in a conse­
quenti~l decrease in the amount of capital expenditure by local 
educat10n authorities which was approved by the Board. The 
amount approved during the year ended 31st March, 1934, was 
£2,719,793. On the other hand the capital expenditure approved 
for the nine months ended 31st December, 1934, amounted to 
£3,290,774, thus exceeding the 12 months' expenditure both of 
1933-34 and of 1932-33. 

33. Altogether during the year ended 31st March, 1934, 86 
plans for new Council Schools were approved and 400 plans for 
enlargement and improvement of existing Council Schools. The 
building activities of Voluntary Bodies continued. Altogether 177 
sets of plans were approved for Voluntary Schools, 20 of these being 
for new schools and 157 for enlargements or improvements of existing 
schools. 

34. During the year ended 31st December, 1934, 72 schools 
were . removed . from the " Black List " of unsatisfactory school 
prem1:es, of which 44 were Voluntary and 28 Council Schools. The 
followmg table shows the actual position of the Black List on 
31st December, 1934, the "A" schools being the worst cases and 
the" B "and" C "schools being those in which either improvements 
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can be made or the premises can be regarded as satisfactory for 
reduced numbers. 

Council Schools. Voluntary Schools. Total. 

-
I B.\ \Total. A.\ B. 

I 
c. \rota!. A. I D. 

I 
c. \Total. 

A. c. 

(I) Original Totals .. 219 345 150 714 460 1,421 232 2,113 679 1,766 382 2,827 

(2) Removed from list 
on 31st December, 
1934-

(a) Closed or re-
137 54 9 200 170 94 14 278 307 148 23 478 

placed .. 
(b) Defects re-

684 90 904 162 856 157 1,175 
moved 32 172 67 271 130 

(c) Total.. . . 169 226 76 471 300 778 104 1,182 469 1,004 180 1,653 

(3) Removed from list 
on 31st December, 

209 73 443 291 747 100 1,138 452 956 173 1,581 
1933 .. .. .. 161 

6. School Sites and Playing Fields 

35. During the year ended 31st March, 1934, 112 new school sites 
were approved, and during the i:ine months e~ded 31st December, 
1934, an additional 120. These sites where possible are large enough 
to provide playing field facilities as well as _f~r the playground a:1d 
school buildings. Local education authonhes 1:1ay also acqmre 
separate sites specifically for playing fields, ~nd ill the year en~ed 
31st ~arch, 1934, the acquisition of 33 such sites (as compared with 
19 in 1932-33) was approved, of which 9 were intended to serve more 
than one school. During the nine months ended 31st. December, 
1934, an additional 40 were approved, of which 11 were intended to 
serve more than one school. 

7. Practical Instruction 

36. Table 18 of the Statistics gives some particulars of the 
provision for practical instruction for pupils over e~even ye~rs ?f age 
actually made on the 31st March, 1934. Practical illstruc~10n ill one 
or more subjects was given in all but 25 of the 2,612 senior depart­
ments and in 83 per cent. of the all-age departments. 

8. School Attendance 

37. The total number of children on the registers of public elem~n­
tary schools on the 31st March, 1934, ":'as 5,57_6,752, as compared with 
5,639,427 in the previous year. This fall ill. the total n~,mber ~~ 
children was anticipated in our last ~eport and i~ due to the b~g~ 
of children born in the years immediately following the war begillmng 
to pass out of the schools. 

38. The following table, showing the number of chil~en under 5 
and in the 5-8, 8-11, and 11 and over, a_ge ~oups dunng the past 
five years, gives a general picture of the situation. 
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-- Under 5. 5 and 8 and 11 and 
under 8. under 11. over. 

31st March, 1930 .. 165,062 1,745,636 2,056,440 1,559,975 
31st March, 1931 158,427 1,703,330 2,009,656 1,642,988 
31st March, 1932 .. 156,795 1,671, 04 1,901,014 1,846,139 
31st March, 1933 . . 163,252 1,642,001 1,817,494 2,016,680, 
31st March, 1934 .. 155,175 1,598,047 1,775,708 2,047,822 

It should be remembered that attendance under the age of 5 is 
entirely voluntary. 

39. The proportion of children who stayed on at school volun­
tarily after attaining the age of exemption remained much the same. 
The number of pupils on the registers on the 31st March, 1934, aged 
14 years 3 months and over was 53,888, or 1,776 more than on the 
same date in the previous year. Of these, 39,285 were between the 
ages of 14 years 3 months and 15 years, 13,034 were 15 but under 16, 
and 1,569 were 16 and over. More than 72 per cent. of the e older 
children were in senior departments or in departments with senior 
divisions. Of the pupils who left during the year for purposes other 
than further education, 83,890, as compared with 80,217 in the 
previous year, had remained at school for some period after reaching 
the age of exemption. 

40. Two additions were made during the year ended 31st Decem­
ber, 1934, to the list of authorities which have adopted the age of 
15 years as the upper limit for compulsory school attendance, viz. 
Lowestoft and Cheltenham, the latter adopting this limit for a period 
of. !hree years from th~ 23rd October, 1934. Proposals for the 
raising of the school-leaving age to 15 were also received from six 
~uthorities, Penzance, Gloucester, Winchester, Denbighshire, Barrow­
m-Furness and Workington; Barnsley proposed to adopt the age of 
14 years and 6 months as the upper limit. The Board were unable 
to sanction the proposal of the Barnsley Authority. The proposals 
of Penzance and of Gloucester have been approved. In Penzance 
the Bye-law operates as from 17th January, 1935, and in Gloucester 
for a period of t?ree years from 1st January, 1935. The remaining 
proposals ment10ned above are still under consideration. The 
returns of the six authorities, East uff olk, aernarvon hire, Corn­
wall, Bath, Plymouth and Chesterfield, in whose areas the age of 15 
had been adopted as the limit, indicated that a considerable number 
of exemptions were still sought, and granted. Prosecutions for 
non-attendance at school of pupils over 14 years of age were made in 
62 cases. 

9. Teaching Staff 

41. The Board have continued to survey the teaching establish­
ments proposed by local education authorities under Article 11 of 
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the Code, and, in order to assist in. the survey, authorities were asked 
to furnish particulars of the establishments existing at the beginning 
of the school year and estimates of the numbers likely to be required 
at the middle and end of the school year. For the year ending 
31st farch, 1935, the total number of teaching posts was fixed after 
scrutiny by the Board at approximately 173,906. This compares 
with the figure of 174,34 approved for the preceding year. It is 
anticipated that a material drop in the number of pupils will result 
in a further reduction in the teaching establishments in the near 
future. 

42. Particulars of the full-time staff as it existed for the country 
as a whole on 31st March, 1934, will be found in Table 8 of the 

tati ties. On that date there were in regular employment 130,654 
certificated teachers, 28,284 uncertificated teachers and 6,291 
supplementary teachers. Corresponding numbers on 31st March, 
1933, were 129,330 certificated teachers, 29,143 uncertificated 
teachers and 6,713 supplementary teachers. The Board are glad 
again to report a continuance of the improvement in the quality of 
the staff. 

10. Large Classes 

43. General statistics as to the size of classes will be found in 
Table 16. 

44. The problem of over-large classes is one to which we have 
continued to give unceasing attention and during the year under 
review, in addition to issuing a general instruction to Your Majesty's 
Inspectors to keep a particularly close watch on the size of the classes 
in their districts, we conducted a special investigation into the cases 
of a number of authorities in whose schools the elimination of over­
large classes appeared to be proceeding too slowly. 

45. Last year we were disappointed to have to report a slight 
increase in the number of over-large classes. This year we are glad 
to be able to report a substantial improvement, spread over all types 
of department, the number of classes with over 50 on the registers 
having fallen from 8,296 (or 5·5 per cent. of the total number of 
classes) on 31st March, 1933, to 6,194 (or 4· 1 per cent. of the total) 
on 31st March, 1934. The general all-round improvement which has 
taken place can be seen from the following table, the figures in 
brackets being the corresponding figures for the preceding year. 
It will be observed that the number of areas which had completely 
eliminated over-large classes rose from 78 to 90, and that there was a 
substantial decrease in the number of areas with an unusually high 
percentage of over-large classes. 
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England and Wales 

Percentage of over-large classes on 31st March, 1934 

Over Over Over 
Not 1 per 5 per 10 per 

Nil. over cent. cent. cent. Over 
1 per but not but not but not 20 per Total. 
cent. over over over cent. 

5 per 10 per 20 per 
cent. cent. cent. 

Counties:-
Urban parts 13 12 21 9 4 
Rural parts .. 26 24 

59 
County Bo1oughs 

10 1 1 62 9 8 35 
Boroughs .. 35 

17 10 4 83 
Urban Districts 

9 55 24 18 
7 4 8 3 

141 
London 5 2 29 

1 1 
--- ---

Total 90 
--- --- --- ---57 130 54 

(78) 
37 7 375• 

(60) (110) (65) (50) (12) 

* 59 Counties included twice. 

!fio~ti:\f :!~tt;if(~; !tt~~•J~~~:.~:a:::i~~v,,'; ~~1~ J1s~b;~; 
th! a~~n o~f t 1i~earAendted 31st March, 1934, was published in 
. · s en years have now ela d • h 
issue of the Board's Circular 1 325 in 1924 h" h pse ~mce t_ e 
the elimination of classes with :Uore than SO w ithc ubrged, mter alia, 
it may be f • t on e ooks we think 
been made0 d~;5\~~ ~:C:~e s~1{?!3: of :e pr?gress ~hich has 
table:- • is is s own m the following 

o. of classes 

Total number I Percentage of with over 
50 children 

on the of classez. Col. (2) to 

registers. 
Col. (3). 

(I) (2) (3) (4) 

31st March, 1924 .. 24,958 147,177 
% 

1925 .. 21,332 
17·0 

1926 .. 19,969 
147,866 14·4 

1927 .. 20,201 
150,152 13·3 

1928 .. 16,686 
149,973 13·5 

1929 .. 
150,444 1 I· I 

1930 .. 
10,883 150,932 7·2 

1931 .. 
10,017 151,587 6·6 

1932 .. 
8,571 152,062 5·6 
7,986 

1933 .. 8,296 
152,395 5·2 

1934 .. 
151,950 S·S 

6,194 151,961 4 • 1 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

.. 

I 
I 
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11. Maintenance Allowances 

47. For 1934-35 fifty-five authorities in all submitted arrange­
ments for expenditure upon Maintenance Allowances for the Bo~rd's 
approval. The total amount included in this item of expenditure 
in the authorities' estimates for 1933-34 was £68,701 and for 1934-35, 
£64,206. The amount of actual expenditure for 1933--34 was 
£60,734. Particulars of the actual expenditure for 1934-35 are not 
yet available. The number of awards current on 31st March, 1933, 
was approximately 6,202. 

12. Schools recognised under Section 25 of the Education Act 

48. These are non-local public elementary schools which receive 
grant direct from the Board under Ar:ticle 25 of. the Code and are 
not maintained by the local educat10n authonty. Two schools 
were removed from the List during the year, leaving a total of 34 
schools still on the List with 4,852 pupils on the registers on the 
31st March, 1934. Separate statistics for these schools are given 
in Tables 21 and 22. 

13. Certified Efficient Schools 

49. These are not public elementary schools in the technical 
sense of that term, but are non-grant-aided elementary schools 
which are open to inspection and certified to be efficient_ by the 
Board of Education under Section 170 (2) of the Educat10n Act, 
1921. During the year ended 31st March, 1934, one ~ch?ol was 
removed from the list of certified efficient schools, bnngmg the 
number of such schools down to 19. The number of pupils on the 
registers on the 31st March, 1934, was 905. Separate statistics for 
these schools are given in Tables 23 and 24. 

14. Poor Law Schools 

50. Neither the Board of Education nor local education authori­
ties are primarily responsible for Poor Law Schools. The Ministry 
of Health is the responsible Government Depa~tment c~ncern~d, 
while local responsibility is vested in the approp~iate Pub~c. Assist­
ance Committee. By arrangement, however, with the Mmistry of 
Health, the schools are visited and reported on by Your Majesty's 
Inspectors, and also submit annual statistics to the B?a.rd; f_urther, 
in the case of four-fifths of the schools, the local admimstrahon has 
now been assigned to the Education Committee of the l~cal ed~cation 
authority concerned acting as agent for the Public Assistance 
Committee. 

51. The vast majority of children for whose maintenance Public 
Assistance Committees are responsible receive their education in 
common with other children in the ordinary public elementary 

I 
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schools, and the number of Poor Law Schools has for some years 
past been gradually diminishing. During the year ended 31st 
March, 1934, three schools were closed. There thus remained on the 
31st March, 1934, 30 schools as compared with 33 on the 31st 
March, 1933, and with 55 on the coming into operation of the 
Local Government Act, 1929. Of these 30 schools, 19 were ordinary 
schools educating 4,477 children and 11 were hospital schools 
educating 439 children. There were thus on the 31st March, 1934, 
4,916 children in the schools as compared with 5,791 children in the 
previous year. 

52. The 19 ordinary schools on the 31st March, 1934, contained 
24 d~partments which, according to the returns furnished, were 
orgamsed as follows :-

Average Attendance 
for year ended 

31st March, 1934. 

Over 20 and under 30 .. 
30 and not over 40 .. 
Over 40 but not over 100 

.. 100 150 
,. 150 200 
,. 200 250 
,. 250 300 
,. 300 350 
,. 350 400 
,. 400 .. 

Total .. 

Number of Departments. 

Boys Girls Mixed Mixed 
(with- (with- Senior Junior (w1tth- (with 

out out Mix d Mi d Iou In-In- In- e • xe • n-
fants). fants). fants). fants). 

2 

2 

1 
3 

In-
fants. Total. 

2 
2 
5 

2 
3 
6 
1 
4 

4 

1 
3 

----------------
2 2 7 10 24 

53. It is satisfactory to be able to record that, although the 
number of separate senior departments continues to be small, in 
all cases provision was made for various forms of practical instruction 
for the older children. 

54. The number of full-time teachers in the schools on the 31st 
March, 1934, was 234, of whom 199 were recognised as certificated 
and 25 as uncertificated teachers. There were in addition 24 
specialist teachers of whom the majority were in part-tin1e employ­
ment. 

55. The returns furnished show that a total of 1,904 pupils left 
the non-hospital schools during the year, of whom 15 proceeded to 
secondary schools and 196 to other institutions providing further 
full-time education, while 517 left to enter employment. 

56. The care and maintenance of Poor Law children as distinct 
from their education is not a matter which the local authoritv can 
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undertake in its capacity as local education authority. This f~nc: 
tion may, however, be discharged by the Educatior: Co~m1tte~ 
subject to the general direction and control of ~e Pubhc_ Ass1~tance 
Committee if the latter so decide. The Education Committee 1s now 
acting as agent for the Public Assistance Committee in this matter 
in six counties and twenty-two county boroughs. 

15. Canal Boat Children 

57. Of the 71 local education authorities in England ar:d 
\i\Tales having canals in their areas who made returns, ~1. all m 
England, reported the presence of children on boats during 19?4. 
The number of children found on board was 814 as compared with 
92 in 1933, and 1,246 in 1932. 

Jo legal proceedings were taken for non-attendance at school. 
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CHAPTER II 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

I. School Supply and Number of Pupils 

58. The number of secondary schools in England and Wales 
recognised by the Board as eligible for grant on 31st March, 1934, 
was 1,381, of which 1,228 were in England, as compared with 1,378 
(England 1,226) on 31st March, 1933. An analysis of t11e schools, 
by type of responsible body, is given in Table 33 of the Statistics. 
The increase in the number of schools is accounted for as follows:­
Seven new Council schools have been recognised, of which one 
replac~d a Foundation s~hool which was closed, two schools (one 
Council and one Foundation) were closed and the pupils transf rred 
to other schools and two Council schools were amalgamated to form 
one school. The trusts of one Foundation school were undertaken 
by the Council for Higher Education for the area in which the 
school was situated. 

59. The number of pupils on 31st March, 1934, in schools recog­
nised for grant, according to the result of the Board's examination 
of admission registers, was 448,421 (238,062 boys and 210,359 girls), 
as compared with 441,883 on 31st March, 1933. The increase in 
school population between those dates, viz., 6,538, is attributable to 
the extent of 654 only to the recognition of entirely new schools. 
The main expansion (5,884) took place in chool which were either 
on the grant list on both dates or which provided alternative accom­
modation for the pupils displaced by th closure of oth r schools. 

60. The number of pupils admitted to secondary schools on the 
grant list during the school year 1933-34, excluding tho e transferred 
from one school to another, was 92,490, as compar d with 92,652 
during 193~33. It is interesting to note that 79·8 per cent. of 
the pupils admitted to the secondary school system for the first 
time during 1933-34 had come direct from public elementary school , 
and of these considerably more than one-half, iz., 55 · 2 per cent., 
were admitted free from the payment of any tuition f e. 0 · 9 p r 
cent. of the pupils admitted were between the ages of 10 and 13 years. 

61. Returns relating to 1 t October last show that ihe number 
of pupils in grant-aided secondary chools continues to increa e, 
there being 9,6 0 more than on the same date in the pr ceding year. 
The number of admis ions at the beginning of the school year 1934-35 
shows an increa e of 4 • 5 per cent. as compared with the previous 
year. The number of pupils over 16 years of age has decrea ed 

, by 12 • 4 per cent. during the year. A decrease was expected and 
was due mainly to the drop in the birth-rate during the period 1916-
1918. 
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62. The number of secondary schools recognised by the Board 
as efficient but not as eligible for grant, on 1st Octo"?er, 1934, 
was 393 (England 373, Wales 20) containing 67,915 pupils (33,399 
boys and 34 516 girls). The number of such schools on 1st Octob~r, 
1933 was 384 (England 364, Wales 20) containing 66,004 pupils 
(32,345 boys and 33,659 girls); and the nu1:1ber of secondary 
schools recognised as efficient, whether grant-aided. or not, on 1st 
October, 1934, was 1,773, and the number of pupils was 535,132 
(282,698 boys and 252,434 girls). 

63. On 1st October, 1934, 294 preparatory schools containing 
19 924 pupils were recognised as efficient; the number of sue~ schools 
on' 1st October, 1933, was 283 containing 19,482 pupils. The 
preparatory school figures relate only to preparatory schools_ con­
ducted as independent units; a consid~rable number of children 
of preparatory school age are educated m the preparatory depart­
ments of secondary schools, and are included _in the secondary 
school figures. As has been explained in previous Reports, the 
figures do not include a large number of preparatory and_ secondary 
schools which are not grant-aided, and have not applied to the 
Board for recognition as efficient, so that they must not be taken 
as giving a complete picture of the amount of secondary and pre-
paratory school provision in the country. 

2. Free Places and Special Places 

64. As was explained in the Report for 19:32, new Re~ulations 
came into force on 1st April,. 1933, under which all provided and 
indirect grant schools were required to char!5e fees at apl?roved 
rates and Special Places, which carry exemption from fees m the 
case' of need were to be substituted for the former Free Places 
which might, be and usually were awar.ded wi~hout regard to the 
means of the parents. In schools in rece1p~ of drrect grant, however, 
the previous Free Place requirements contmued to ~pply generally. 
Three of these schools which were on the Grant List _before 1907 
and received grant at a lower rate than the not1:1al remained e~empt 
from the obligation to offer Free Places. With the exception of 
these three schools ( one of which has since been clo~ed), ~11 the 
schools in receipt of grant on 1st October, 1934, :omphed with the 
Board's requirement that they should offer Special Places or Free 
Places to children formerly educated in public, elem~nt_ary schools 
to the extent of 25 per cent. of the pr~vio~s year~ adm1ss10ns or such 
lower percentages as might be prescnbed m particular cases. 

65. In Table 36 of the Statistics the schools are classified 
according to the percentage of Special Places or Free Places actually 
awarded. It will be seen that in 637 out of 1,381 schools on 31st 
March, 1934, the percentage of ~uch awards w.as ~etween 25 and 50 
of the admissions in the previous year, while m the case of 273 
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schools all admissions were either Special Place pupils or Free 
Place pupils. 

66. The total number of admissions to these schools at the 
beginning of the autumn term, 1934 (including children transferred 
from other secondary schools), was 85,079, of which 55,368 (65 • 1 
per cent.) were awarded Special Places or Free Places, and the 
remainder were ordinary fee payers. In the corresponding term of 
1933, 53,188 (64 • 2 per cent.) were awarded Special Places or Free 
Places and 29,624 (35·8 per cent.) were admitted as ordinary fee 
payers. Of the pupils who were not admitted as ordinary fee payers 
in 1934, 42,206 were totally exempt from the payment of fees, 
7,717 were partially exempt and 5,445. received no exemption. 
Corresponding figures for 1933 were 41,307, 6,686 and 5,195 
respectively. 

67. Of the pupils in the grant-earning schools on 1st October, 
1934, 224,981 (48· l per cent.) were totally exempt from payment 
of fees, 23,188 (5 per cent.) received partial exemption, and 219,048 
(46·9 per cent.) received no exemption. Corresponding figures for 
the 1st October, 1933, were 225,927 (49·4 per cent.), 16,469 (3·6 
per cent.) and 215,198 (47 per cent.) respectively. 

3. Fees 

68. Reference was also made in the Report for 1932 to the 
increases in the standard rates of tuition fees charged as from 1st 
April, 1933, in schools provided or aided by local education autho­
rities. In Table 37 will be found certain information concerning the 
new fees. It will be seen that there are no longer any schools entirely 
free and that the number of schools charging fees of 6 guineas or less 
is 88. 

4. Ages of Pupils on 31st March and Length of School Life 

69. Of the 448,421 pupils in attendance at grant-earning secondary 
schools on 31st March, 1934, 345,873 or 77 • l per cent. were between 
the ages of 11 and 16. The number of pupils over 16 on that date 
was 72,137, as compared with 80,255 in the previous year, and the 
proportion of such pupils was 16 • l per cent. of the whole. The 
number of children under 10 in the schools on 31st March, 1934, 
was 17,435, a decrease of 945 as compared with the previous year, 
and amounted to 3·9 per cent. of the total number of pupils in 
the schools. It is interesting to note that in 372 out of the 1,381 
grant-earning schools, the proportion of pupils aged 16 and over to 
those aged 11 and over was 20 per cent. or more. 

70. A full explanation was given in the Board's Report for 1930 
of the method now adopted for calculating the length of the school 
life. On this basis it is found that in the year 1933-34 the average 
school life after the age of 11 for boys was 4 years 11 months and 
the leaving age 16 years 8 months, while the corresponding figures 

:i: 11760 B 
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for girls were 4 years 10 months and 16 years 6 months. The figures 
for boys and girls together were 4 years 10 months and 16 years 
7 months, a compared with 4 years 11 months and 16 years 8 months 
in 1932-33. 

5. Staffing and Size of Classes 

71. On 31st March, 1934, there were 23,024 full-time teachers 
employed in grant-aided secondary schools ; of these 51 • 2 per cent. 
were men and 48·8 per cent. women. The proportion of graduates 
employed has increased in the case of men to 85 • 5 per cent., as 
compared with 84·9 per cent. on 31st March, 1933, and in the 
case of women to 68 • 1 per cent., as compared with 67 • 5 per cent. 
on 31st March, 1933. The number of classes over the nom1al limit 
of 30 increased from 5,274 on 1st October, 1933, to 5,632 on 1st 
October, 1934. 360 of these latter contained more than 35 pupils, 
as compared with 316 in the previous year. This increase is due to 
two main factors, the higher number of admissions and the lower 
number of leavers during recent years. Both of these factors are 
a reflection of the fluctuations in the birth-rate in earlier years. 
It may, however, be noted that the average number of pupils per 
class in all secondary schools on 1st October, 1934, was 24 · 9, or 
only O • 1 larger than a year before. 

The Board realised that, to meet the increased numbers, special 
arrangements would be necessary which might involve a temporary 
increase in the size of classes. They anticipate that, as the result 
of a circular which they have recently issue 1 (Circular 1441) 
drawing the attention of local education authorities and governing 
bodies to the need for regulating admissions to the schools, there 
will be a steady and progressive reduction in the number of large 
classes during the next few years. 

6. Advanced Courses 
72. The number of recognised advanced courses in grant-aided 

schools was 485 in 1933-34, as compared with 495 in 1932-33. These 
courses were held in 332 schools. 0£ the 485 courses 228 were in 
Science and Mathematics, 166 in Modern Studies and 37 in Classics. 
Advanced courses in five groups of subjects were recognised in 
one boys' school and in three groups of subjects in 17 boys' schools 
and one girls' school. There was also a substantial amount of 
advanced work in certain schools in respect of which no application 
was made to the Board for the formal approval of advanced courses. 

7. Further Education or Occupation of Pupils leaving Secondary 
Schools 

73. 43,460 boys and 37,360 girls of eleven years of age and over 
left grant-aided secondary schools during the school year 1933-34. 
Excluding pupils who left under the age of 14 and all pupils who 

., 

' 

'. 

21 

went to other secondary schools or elementary schools the remaining 
40,846 boys and 34,287 girls were accounted for as follows :-

(a) En!ere_d. Universities and University 
Trammg Departments. . . . . . 

(b) Entered Training Colleges (other than 
Univer 1ty Training Departments) .. 

(c) Entered other Educational Institutions .. 
(d) Became Pupil-Teachers, Student-Teachers 

Uncertificated Teachers or Supple-' 
mentary Teachers .. 

(e) Entered a Professional, Comm~~cial ~~ 
Clerical Occupation . . . . . . 

(/) Entered an Industrial or Manual Occupa-
tion . . . . . . . . . . 

(g) Entered an Agricultural or Rural Oc upa-
tion . . . . 

(h) Remained at home 
(i) Other reasons (going abroad, iit~1ess or 

death, etc.) .. 
(j) Reason not stated .. 

Boys. 

% 

6·9 

1 • 5 
5·5 

1 • 0 

44.4 

20·2 

3.3 
0·3 

2·0 
14·9 

100·0 

Girls. 

% 

4·0 

6·9 
13·7 

2·9 

41 • 2 

6 • I 

0·5 
14 • 0 

3·5 
7·2 

100·0 

Boys and 
Girls. 

% 

5·6 

4·0 
9·2 

I· 9 

42·9 

13·8 

2·0 
6·6 

2·7 
11 • 3 

100·0 

Information regarding the placing in employment of secondary 
s~hool boys and girls through the Headmasters and Headmistresses' 
Empl~yrnent ~ommit~ees'. Loc~l Com1:nittees for Juvenile Employ­
ment md oth~1 ~rgarnsat1011s, 1s contained in the Annual Report for 
1934 of the Ministry of Labour (Cmd. 4861). 

~4. Pupil proceeding to Universities.-Particulars of pupils 
lea~mg _s?condar.y sch?ols, on the grant list to proceed direct to 
Umvers1ties are given _m 1 able 47 of the Statistics. Of these 67. I 
pe~ cent. wer~ ?X-~ubhc el~mentary school pupils, as compared with 
66 4 per _cent. 111 the prevrous year. 760 schools sent from one to 
four pupils, 211 from live to nine and 83 ten pupils or more. 

75. ~he Board have obtained certain information concerning 
the prevrous place of education of candidates :-

(i) awarded open scholar hips and exhibitions during the year 
ended . 31st August, 1934, by Colleges at Oxford and 
Cambndge Universities; and 

(ii) place~ in ~lass _I in the 1934 examinations of the Oxford 
Un~vers~ty _F1_nal Honours 'chools and the Cambridge 
Umvers1ty Tnposes Part II. 

The information is summaris d in Tables 48 and 49. It will be 
~ecn that 369 out of 67~ open scholarships and exhibitions awarded 
at Oxford and Cambndge were won by pupils at grant-earning 

B2 
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econdary Schools. Of the 369, 64·8 per cent. were won by_pupils 
who paid no fees in those scho?ls and_ 59 ·3 per cent. by pupils who 
had been previously educated m public elementary schools. . 

0£ the 322 candidates who were placed in Class I of the Fi~al 
Honours Schools or Triposes, 149 received their previous_ education 
at grant-aided secondary schools and 126 at other schools ~n England 
and Wale . The First Classes awarded to these 275 candidates were 
distributed between the several faculties as follows :-

From From 
Grant-earning Efficient and 

secondary schools. other schools. 

Science (including Engineering) . . 44 29 
History . . . . . . . . . . 26 18 
Mathematics . . . . . . . . 21 16 

la ics or Lit. Hum. . . . . . . 17 30 
Other Languages . . . . . . 14 l l 
Other Subjects . . . . . . . . 27 22 

8. Miscellaneous 

76. Full Jnspections.-ln 1934, 207 schools were fully inspec~ed 
b the Board 39 for the first time. These figures compare with 
267 and SO d~ring 1933. Of the schools fully inspected, 201 w~re 
in En land and 6 in Wales. In addition, there. were 9 Intenm 
Inspec~ions of schools in England in respect of which reports were 
issued to the governing bodies of the schools. 

9. Schemes for Secondary Schools under the Charitable Trusts Acts 
and Endowed Schools Acts 

77. Information relating to Schemes under these Acts is contained 
in Appendix III. 

10. Secondary School Examinations 

78. As regards the grant-earning schools it is interesting to n?te 
that the average number of pupils who. sat for an approved Fust 
Examination per school sending candidates was_ 3~·4, and the 
corresponding figure for an approved Second Exammation w~s 8 • 5. 
Comparable figures five years ago were 35 • 8 and 7 • O respectively_. 

Expressed as a percentage of the pupils ageci 11 yea_rs and over m 
all the grant-earning schools, the total numbe 7 of _pupils from those 
schools who sat for an approved First Examination was 13 • 1 and 
for an approved econd Examination was 2 • 6. 

79. The following Report has been made by the Secondary 
School Examinations Council for the year 1934 :-
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During the year 1934 the Council held 4 meetings and its 
tanding Committee also met on 2 separate occasions. 

The only change in the personnel of the Council has been the 
appointment of Mr. G. T. Hankin, H.M.I., as one of the Board's 
Assessors in place of Mr. D. A. Macnaughton, 1--I.M.I. 

The past year has been spent mainly in continued consideration 
of the recommendations contained in Part I of the published Report 
of the Investigators on the eight approved chool Certificate 
Examinations held in 1931. In accordance with the resolution of 
the Council in regard to Recommendation 66 (ii) (recorded in their 
last Report) consideration has been given 1.o the question what 
subjects should fitly be included in Group IV for the purpose of 
that resolution. The Council decided that for this purpose Group 
IV should be constituted as follows:-

1. Art. 
2. Music . 
3. Technical Drawing. 
4. Handicraft. 
5. Domestic Subjects. 

Questions of detail in the working of the new arrangements are 
at present engaging the attention of the Council. 

As regards Recommendation 68 (v) the Council has decided, 
after careful consideration, that it cannot approve the proposal 
contained therein. 

In accordance with the suggestion of the Investigators contained 
in Paragraph 68 (viii), Examining Bodies have consulted together 
and have reported to the Council that the difference between the 
methods adopted for compensation by the various Bodies is less than 
appears at first sight. The Council understands, however, that steps 
are being taken to reduce this difference. A further review of the 
matter is to be made after a period of 12 month 'working of the new 
arrangements. 

It is of interest to record that the Council has approved a 
revised syllabus in Music submitted by certain of the Examining 
Bodies which has be n framed in co-operation with the Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music. The Aural Tests are so 
designed as to be given to all candidates together and do not 
involve the separate examination of individual candidates. The 
main object of the revised scheme is to promote the teaching of 
Music as a Form subject at the School Certificate stage. Having 
regard to the statement contained in the Report of the Investi­
gators referred to above that " only the specially gifted pupils at a 
small proportion of schools are presented for examination in Music " 
the results of this attempt to foster the study of the subject by 
whole forms will be awaited with interest. 

Statistics in respect of th First and Second Examinations held 
in Midsumm r, 1934, similar to those included in previous reports 
of the Council, are given on the following pages. 

X 11769 
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Fi-rst Examination. 
The number of candidates entered for the examination was 

66,410, of whom 47,616, or 71 ·7 per cent., obtained certificates. 
This is the second year in succession showing a decrease in the 
number of candidates presented for the examination. In 1932, 
69,343 candidates were entered and in 1933, 68,406. 

The following table shows the number of entries (including 
candidates not entered for a full certificate) and the percentages of 
passes with credit in the principal subjects of the examination:-

Percentage Percentage 
Number of of passes of entrants 

Subject. entries. with offering 
credit. the subject. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

% % 

English . . . . . . . . 67,205 57·0 99·0 

History . . .. . . . . 56,179 49·6 84·6 

Geography .. . . . . 44,782 48·2 67·4 

Religious Knowledge .. . . 11,941 48·6 18·0 

Economics .. . . . . . . 272 47·8 0·4 

Latin . . .. . . . . 27,686 45·0 41 • 7 

Greek .. .. . . . . 2,258 59·0 3·4 

French .. . . . . .. 63,275 53·6 95.3 

German . . . . . . . . 6,465 52 • 1 9·7 

Spanish . . . . . . .. 1,152 54·3 l ·7 

Welsh . . .. . . . . 3,023 63·6 4·6 

Mathematics . . . . .. 62,428 55·0 94·0 

Additional Mathematics .. 3,415 54·1 5·1 

Botany . . . . . . .. 11,102 47·0 16·7 

Chemistry .. .. . . . . 25,502 51 • 3 38·4 

Physics . . . . . . . . 18,747 50·6 28·2 

Physics with Chemistry .. .. 5,216 49·2 7·9 

General Science . . .. . . 2,842 46·0 4·3 

l\lechanics .. . . .. . . 1,691 46·8 2·5 

Heat, Light and Sound .. . . 2,744 51 • 1 4 • l 

Electricity and Magnetism .. 2,354 48·0 3·5 

Biology . . . . . . . . 7,383 46·9 11 • 1 

Domestic Science or Hygiene .. 458 48·5 0·7 

Music . . . . . . .. 979 64·4 1 • 5 

Art .. . . . . .. 25,388 54·3 38·2 

Handicraft . . . . .. 1,594 64·2 2·4 

Domestic Subjects . . .. 3,151 53·5 4.7 

Commercial Subjects . . . . 1,543 43·9 2·3 

Geometrical and Engineering 
Drawing . . . . .. 296 54·4 0·4 

In addition 48 (25) candidates offered Ancient History, 167 
(115) Italian, 22 (16) Russian, 39 (20) Zoology, 141 (67) Agricultural 
Science, 78 (66) Geology, 113 (62) Mechanical Engineering. 

The figures in brackets denote the number of passes with credit 
in the subject. 
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Second Examination. 
The number of candidates entered for the examination was 

12,434, of wh~m 8,266, or 66 • 5 per cent., obtained certificates. 
Th~ followmg table shows the number of entries and the number 

of certificates awarded in each of the groups· 

Percent-

Number Percent- age of 

Group. 
umber of certi- age of col. (2) 

of 
entries. ficates col. (3) to toial 

awarded. to number 
col (2). of candi-

dates. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

% % 
Classical .. . . .. 870 554 63·7 7·0 
Modern Studies 
Mathematics and/o; ·scien~~ 

6,258 4,217 67·4 50·3 
5,167 3,395 65·7 41 ·6 

Combined Groups . . . . 33 19 57·6 0·3* 

* L d TheUr~mammg 0·8 per cent. took Group E in the examination held by 
on on mvers1ty . 

The fo~owing table shows the number of entries and the number 
of passes m the principal subjects of the exa in f m a 10n: 

Percent-
Percent-

Subject. 
Number Number age of 

age of 

of obtaining col. (3) 
entrants 

entries. a pass . to 
offering 

col. (2) . 
the 

subject. 
(J) (2) (3) (4) (5) -

% % 
Latin .. .. . . 2,668 1,886 70·7 21 ·5 
Greek .. .. 943 637 67·6 7·6 
Ancient History .. .. 879 582 66·2 7 • 1 
French .. .. . . 4,760 3,634 76·3 38·3 
German .. . . .. 608 472 77·6 4·9 
Italian .. . . . . 10 10 100·0 -
Spanish .. . . .. 153 129 84·3 I. 2 
Welsh .. . . .. 133 86 64·7 1 • I 
English .. .. . . 4,828 3,610 74·8 38·8 
History . . . . .. 4,023 2,994 74·4 32·4 
History with English .. 6 3 50·0 -
History with French or 

German .. . . .. 34 21 61 ·8 0·3 
Economics .. . . .. 190 133 70·0 l • 5 
Mathematics .. .. 5,519 3,855 69·8 44·-! 
Physics . . . . .. 3,914 2,971 75·9 31 ·5 
Chemistry . . . . 
H 1ysics with Chemistry 

.. 3,784 2,841 75 • 1 30·4 

.. 121 91 75·2 1 • 0 
Botany .. .. . . 31 550 66·2 6·7 
Zoology 
Biology 

.. . . .. 454 309 68· l 3·'i 

Geography 
.. . . .. 315 234 74·3 2·:i 

Geology 
.. .. . . 1,580 1,217 77·0 12·7 
.. .. . . 16 16 100·0 0 • 1 

Art .. .. . . 90 76 84·4 0·7 
Music . . .. . . 29 29 100·0 0·2 
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CH PTER III 

TECHNICAL AND COMMERCIAL EDUCATION 

1. General 

0. The numbers of full-time and part-time students in England 
and Wales attending the various types of schools and classes (other 
than Art chools) recognised under the Regulations for Further 
Education are shown in the following table :-

Full-time Stud nts. Part-time Students. 

Type of School 

\ 
1932-33. \ or ourse. 1932-33. 1933-3-1. 1933-34. 

enior College Courses 7,138 7,072 1,634 1,727 

Technical Day lasses 2,604 2,5 9 24,707 25,427 

Junior Technical Sch ols 
(including Junior House-
wifery Schools) . . 21,445 22,158 

Schools of autical Training 926 932 
Day Continuation Schools .. 15,976 15,638 

Evening lasse in Colleges 198,851 1 9,624 

Evening Institutes .. 15,314 642,701 

curses for Teachers 32,193 53,574 

Totals 32. 113 32,751 888,675 938,691 

'ole.-Schools o[ Nautical Training are now included in this table, wing 
to the fact that as from 1st April, 1934, such schools were brought under 
the Regulations for Further Education. 

81. The total number of full-time students again shows a slight 
increase. As regards part-time students, in last year's Report, 
after a review of the various factors affecting the situation, we 
expre sed the opinion that an increase in the total numbers for 
1933-34 should not be looked for and that indeed there might b some 
further reduction, but that it was not unreasonable to hope that 
for the session 1934-35 the numbers would b gin again to rise. We 
are glad to find that our anticipation in regard to the session 1933-34 
has been falsified, and that the upward t ndency which we hoped 
would occur in the session 1934-35 has begun in 1933-34. The 
increa is principally in connection with Evening Institutes and 
Courses for Teachers. It is gratifying to find that the increase in 
the number of children leaving the elementary schools for employ­
ment in the year ended 31st March, 1934, has been reflected so 
quickly in increased numbers of students at Evening Institutes. We 
confidently anticipate that the numbers for the session 1934-35 will 
show a considerable further increase. 
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82. The following table give t • 1 
entries in the various types of w~Ja~o~~ a~s Jf th~ nu?1ber of_ class 
and Even~g Clas es in Colleges for the scsufo~ ft3~~cnmg Institutes 
_togeth r _w1thth the percentage increase or decrea e in 3f 9;;~JJ33Tt• 
~ncrease m e number of part-tim student • 193 • e 
m the previous paragraph is reflected in hn 3~34 refer~ed to 
number of clas entries It i i t t' an a -over mcrea e m the 
considerable percentag; increas: ere mg t_o note ~h_at th re are 
subjects, art and music a n P1:Y teal trammg, manual 
hobby type. It is also' int!;:s~fn:f subJects of the recreative or 
referred to in last year's Re t . to ob er_ve that the d er ases 
subjects and in Engli h ha 6 r m profesSlOnal and commercial 
to a 1 ss extent, mathema~fcs es~no:n:sfuterdt,hb~td0~t la:1guages and, er 1mrnutt0n. 

Total Number of Class Entries ~t Evening Institutes and Evenin 
Class s m Colleges g 

(Related to Table 68 of the statistics) 

English . . . . . 
La~guag~s (other than Englisi;) • • 
Social Sciences • • 
Mental and Mor-~! Scie~~es • • • • 
Mathematics (including p·ractic~i 

Mathematics) . . . . 
Natural Sciences • • 
Industrial ubjects : : • • • • 
Nautical Subjects and SubJ:~cts /. 

Fishermen or 
Professional and ·com~~rcial Subject~ 

~~~~st~bi:~je~ts : : • • • • 
Hygiene.. . . . . : : • • 
Physi al Training . . • • 
Manual ubjccts . . • • • • 
Art _(other than in Art chool~)· • • 
l\Iustc • • 
Miscellan·e~us : : : : : : : : 

Total o. of Class 
Entries . 

. Percentage 
mcreasc (+) 

----~----' or 

I 
decrease (-) 

1932-33. 1933-34. in 1933_34_ 

222,715 
82,837 
19,177 
2,841 

259,003 
103,657 
269,577 

278 
415,203 

2,076 
273,319 

47,755 
135,043 
96,667 
38,690 
60,755 

9,403 

224,856 
76,996 
20,389 
3,259 

257,949 
102,473 
2 6,568 

41 l 
415,883 

2,409 
278,196 

46,159 
153,190 
107,644 
41,853 
64, 65 
10,479 

% 
+ l ·O 
- 7·0 
+ 6·3 
+14·7 

- 0·4 
- l· l 
+ 6·3 

+47·8 
+ 0·2 
+16·0 
+ 1·8 
- 3·3 
+13·4 
+11·4 
+ 8·2 
+ 6·8 
+11·4 

Total .. · · 2,038,996 2,093,579 

Note. The firrures repres t l o n c as entnes, not md1v1dual stude t n s. 

2. Revision of the Regulations for Further Education 

83· During the course of our rev·ew ff • 
under the Regulations for Further l Ed~ca~!snm schfoolsdrecogni ed we oun that the 
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regulations were not sufficiently precise in certain respects, and 
revised regulations were accordingly made which clarified the 
po ition. The e regulations came into operation as from the 1st 

pril, 1934. We took the opportunity to bring chools of Nautical 
Training und r the main regulations. These schools had hitherto 
been recognis d under a separate body of r gulations which had 
be n in force for many years and w re becoming out of date. 
Provision wa also made for the revised classification of institutions 
giving instruction in Art, viz. : Art Colleges, Art Schools and Art 
Clas es. 

3. Fees 
84. We dealt with this subject at length in last year's Report. 

Durino- the year under review we have proceeded with the inquiry 
into fee arrangement in institutions conducted under the Regulations 
£or Further Education. So far as full-time courses are concerned, 
negotiations with local education authorities are now completed 
except in regard to one or two minor matters. Fees of not less 
than £3 for junior departments and of amounts approximating to 
the local secondary school fees in the case of senior departments are 
now in operation generally, coupled in each case with suitable 
arrangements for spe ial places to meet the needs of poor students. 

85. The fee arrangements for part-time evening courses have, as 
was to be expected, presented more difficulty. As was indicated in 
our last Report, our inquiry has disclosed not only a wide variety 
in the actual rates of fee charged by comparable authorities, but 
also onsiderable divergence in the principles upon which the fee 
rates have been determined. While we are far from considering 
that absolute uniformity in the rates of fee charged in diff rent 
areas is either feasible or even desirable, we feel strongly that there 
should at least be consistency of principle, and we have given 
special attention to this point in our correspondence and discussions 
with local education authorities. 

86. In our view the fee arrangements in any area should satisfy 
the following criteria as far as possible :-

(a) They should be based on definite principles; they should be 
simple to understand and self-consistent. 

(b) Th y should be suitable to normal times but flexible enough 
to permit of-

(i) adaptation to conditions of depression in industry, 
or financial hardship among the students, without the 
necessity for altering the main framework or, indeed, 
the actual rates of fee. This is important because of 
the part which custom plays in establishing a particular 
rate of fee in the normal expectation of students; 

(ii) adjustment, without administrative or educational 
dislocation, to rectily what experience proves to have 
been mistakes in framing the arrangements. 
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(c) Th~y should take account in a general way of the t ~f ~ as tel11 ~shtheh immediate attractivene s of, th~:o~5Iue;a: 
ns o w uc t ey are severally relat d. 

(d) Th~h shofdtlbe des~gned to facilitate the progress of students 
roug 1e vanous years of continuous courses 

87 In our view these d'f • 
the fe~s for continuous con I ions are most nearly satisfied when 
and type oi the coursdes are graduated according to the stage 

cours ' an where at the s t· h operation a suitable t . . ame ime t ere is in 
is debarred from tal:fn~ e:i c~~~::~si~ns :~-devised tha: no student 
this combination fee income a t Y _ma ity to pay the fee. By 
pro~perity and at the same ti;eo~:;~~~;lpy toxpi· adn_d~dwitlh increasin_g 
avoided. n ivi ua students is 

88· Some of the considerations which • 
scale, under which a slightly higher fee ·s h po11~\ to a graduated 
course, as being the most suitable i c arge or eac~ year of a 
our Report last ear I . arra1:gemen_t were discussed in 
authorities we haJe fo~nd nth~~r w~iscussions ~ith local education 
there has been agreement on theiteaf~~parative_ly fe:,,v ~xcept~ons 
large majority of authorities have now ad~p~!dt~s pr~n~?le. ~h_e 
poatedt_that next year fee arrangements based up' o~n it i w1ills abneti~i-
pera 10n generally tho h f m vary somewhat ' . ug ' o course, the actual rates of fee will 

different areas. according to the particular circumstances of the 

89. Whilst consideration of tl f • 
;fi~~eJi~~,~~r question_ of remi~!io~~ t;:;~~~ee;\so l~:~!~~:C~~~ 
it was therefore :e~;~ ~:~~;:~~~ talsiaann~ppearde_dt~t first sight, and 
Of issue 1s met from tho l 

course very closely related to th t f f • ' ug 1 
made f th . ' a o ees. A special survey was 
thi~ sirvey e s~~~ct;~:d o~h~;a~;l~u~ast~:: authorities generally, and 
arrived at in regard to the . . l gen~ral agre ment were 
should be based, the rate;r~~cl ees upon_ which remissions of fees 
generally, might have little i . ' an~, mdee?, fee arrang ments 
tvited the Associations of si~~ 1~~~?oC: ~Jt~:~l~~\ _W~ ac~or~ngly 

m:I::r_anist~ere~~~d!~ :r~u~t~ Council to confer ~~th" :~ ~n ~i~ 
principles have b en decidedgu a onto be abl~ to report_ that agr ed 
in the session 1935-36. p to come mto operat10n generally 
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d secondar schools for prolonged education have affected the 
:1cial and inaustrial life of the nation to an extent not yet fully 

appreciated. 
91 Owing to the rapidity of these changes and the gen:al 

reoc~upation with the ecor:omic probl_ems presented by !~:uralr 
~nd the subsequent industnal depression, mdustry ~as d f Y 
f d it difficult to keep in touch with the developments me u~/on. 
::na result many employers do not_ realise that the con ions 
affecting recruitment to their industnes are no longer what they 

used to be. . 
- • • d t • however 1s 92 The present improvement m certam m us nes, d ' 

b:~:iingast~ 1:e;::~v~~;b~::ieet~t r:~ob;~o:~u~~~t:;rs:irta~:i! r uvenil! labour is already fores~en as_ ~oss1te, fdiet ~~a~\:~~n~hip 

~he_ number ~;s~~u~JJ~~~~~' ~v~:1~~~g p~;s:nt needs. There is 
is m some an er that rolonged attendance at scho?l may tend to 
~~::~s:C;sd an~ girls fr!m industrial occupa~ons, o;hif t~~rnd~;n~: 

suchks~~cupa t~~sde~~ /~d a;~:~: ti~oes~; ias ~~f r:ou:;e, con tri~f ted 

; 0°~hese p~ifficulties, _and they a:e _i~c;~t5e~ bJiJ~:e:e1fr~:l tf e ;~~~ 
who are. m ~he roam the m~s a:Cu!to~ed to draw the bulk of its 
from which _mdustry has bee d. tment of the relations between :~~r::::y ~~~s t~l=~~~~is s!~e {!an~;esssary if industry is to maintain 

its efficiency. 
93 In this connection two movements of comparativel1 relcent 

. . • . ifi.cant. On the one hand, the sec?n_dary sc_ oo s m 
ongm are sign tt mpting to give their pupils trammg for mdustry 
some areas re ~ate are known as alternative technical courses. On 
~l ~:~: ~an:i certain industries are trying to make good the loss 

0 /the o~d_type,of apprentic:::fe~~st~~ ~~~a:::sfeTte~; ~~: ;;;l~;:~ 
The trtmm_g ot th~ \~~~~en the employer and the technical school 
alone, . ut is s are eed scheme in which the functions of b~th 
accordmg to an agr As et however these efforts to brmg 
r:l~i:tr;r:n~etr~ys::~:~~to clo~er' associatio'n are local and more or 

less tentative. 
94 Tevertheless, there is amongst ~ur f~ll-time daihsch?o~io~ 

• . t t oint of contact with mdustry. _e JU 
very _ i~porhanl !ith its congeners the junior commercial school 
techmca. sc_ oo' . school is well known to employers and 
and 0-e JUillOr ht~srif:~~m. 1n' the districts where these schoo~s 
cordially suppor -~ _Yd t with valued recruits and there is 
exist they provi e _u~ us ry ir out ut Their' importance is 
considerable compdetb1t10tnhJ~r n~~bers b~t by their contribution to 
not to be measure Y ' 

31 

the industrial efficiency of the country. In the year 1933-34 there 
were in England only 181 schools of this type, containing 21,118 
pupils. In that year they produced some 8,900 recruits for industry. 
In addition to the schools named above there were 35 junior depart­
ments in art schools with 2,010 pupils preparing to enter the artistic 
trades. These schools, however, do not come within the scope of 
this section of the Report. 

95. It may be well to draw attention to the fact that the schools 
grouped together officially as junior technical schools actually fall 
into two distinct categories, namely, the junior technical schools 
proper and the trade schools. The former prepare for entrance to 
industries, such as the engineering and building industries, without 
restriction to one particular branch of the industry. The latter 
prepare for such highly specific occupations as cabinet making, 
silversmithing, printing, trade tailoring, trade embroidery, hair­
dressing and photography. A full list of these occupations appears 
in Table 55. Both types have this in common, that they set out 
definitely to prepare boys and girls for skilled occupations. In 
general, therefore, a school is not established unless the demand of a 
particular industry or trade is sufficiently great to absorb the output 
of the school, and the number of pupils annually admitted to the 
school is restricted to the absorptive power of the industry or trade 
for which it prepares. 

96. The essential difference between the curricula of these two 
types of school lies in the proportion of time devoted to the 
vocational work. In the junior technical school proper this is 
usually not much more than 20 per cent., but in the trade school it 
may be as much as 50 per cent. and even more if the term 
" vocational " is widely interpreted. Both types of school " provide 
for the continuance of the moral, intellectual and physical education 
given in public elementary schools", but the junior technical 
school is able to devote more time than the trade school can to such 
subjects as English, history and geography, which would find a 
place in any scheme of liberal education, and to such subjects as 
science and mathematics which, while also forming part of a good 
general education, may at the same time be regarded as ancillary 
to the vocational subjects. The fact that all the pupils in the 
school are preparing for the same occupation or anyhow the same 
type of occupation makes it possible to treat all the subjects in such 
a way as to connect them with the realities of that common aim, 
and the absence of any over-riding external examination allows the 
teachers considerable freedom in this respect. 

97. One of the happiest features of these schools is the zest and 
purposefulness with which the pupils in general go about their 
work. They all know exactly what is their immediate objective, 
although many have their eyes set on a more distant one. They 
realise that their school work leads directly to these points, and the 
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result is a spirit of industry whi h it would be hard to parallel in 
any oth r type of school. They take prid in their work beca~se 
it has to b abov the l v 1 of amat uri m and capable of bcanng 
comparison with indu trial and bu in s tandards. 

98. Moved by a d ir tha~ the s h_ ols should r ncl r_ th ~r a test 
ossiblc s rvi to th industn s of th1 country, w <l ~1d <l m 19_32 

io end two of Your faje ty's Inspectors to s vcral ~or 1gn countries 
for th purpose of vi iting ~rade schools and _stu~y~ng th . arra~~e­
ments for training rccrmts for th vanous rndustnes. I he 
description of th tour and the conclusi?ns that wer . drawn fr m the 
practice of the countries cone rned will be found m t~e pamphlet 
entitled "Trade , chools on the ontinent "*. In this _pamphlet 
the ff cts of the changes in the educational syste~ f this ~ountry 
upon industrial r cruitment and training are also discussed m some 
detail. 

99. Two of the conclusions of the Inspectors may b set out in 
full:-

(a) It would be a mistake to replace the junior technical school, 
as it exists in England, by any form of pr -employment 
training seen on the ontin nt. This type of school 
should be maintained in its pres nt form as a valuable 
part of our educational systcn:, which s~rves to ren_der 
smooth the transfer from fuli-tlITic schooling to f ull-ti~e 
employment of a number of r cr_ui~s to such constructive 
trad s as engineering and bmldmg. _The number of 
junior t chnical schools in the country 1s not gr at_, and 
it is desirable that mor of them should be established, 
not only for the constructive ~rades, but for others whose 
conditions arc, or becom , smtable. 

(b) Trad schools, which prepare for a sin~le occupation r~th~r 
than for a group of related oc upabons, scarcely exist m 
England outside London, where th y undoubtedly fulfil 
a very useful function. There _are room and need f~r a 
consid rabJe development of this type o! ~chool, particu­
larly in the provinces. Proper provision ~h?uld, I 
course, be made for the ontinuance of the pupils. general 
ducation. The London trade schools are, m fact, 

exc llent models. 

100. Before coming to any conclusions i~ regard to these matters, 
however, we d emed it necessary to _review carefully an~. more 
ompletely than had hitherto be n possible the pr sent prov1st0n of 

junior technical schools and trade_ shchoo_lds throughtou\ the /ou~tY· 
This review was int nded to furms v1 ence as o ow ar se 

* Board of Education Educational Pamphlets, No. ~J (Industry Scr!es 
1 o. I J)-Trade Schools on the ontinent. H.M. Stationery Office, pn e 
2s. Od. net; by po t, 2 . 2d. 
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schools were fulfilling their functions, and as to what readjustments, 
if any, might be required if their numb rs w re to be materially 
increased. 

101. Accordingly, between Easter 1933 and Midsummer 1934, 
Your Majesty's Inspectors carried out inspections of some 80 junior 
technical and junior c mm rcial schools. In addition to the informa­
tion colic ted at these inspections, fuU statistical data of ach of the 
London schools of this typ, w re Iurn ish d by the London ounty 
Council, whether the schools were inspected during the period or not. 
A full report giving the findings of the Inspectors is in course of 
preparation and will b published as soon as possible. 

102. n ace unt f the origin and developm nt of the junior 
technical school and of its pr sent po ition in the educational 
syst m, tog ther with a di cussion of its future possibilities, is to b 
I nnd in th pamphlet ntitled "The Junior Technical School"*. 
Thi pamphlet sets forth the caus s of the evolution of a typ of 
school that appears to be outside the main stream of ducational 
organisation, and gives r asons for c rtain characteristics that are 
often misunderstood. The forthcoming r port is intended to show 
how the principl s laid down in the pamphl t work out in the 
schools themselves. 

103. crtain matters of general interest have cmerg d from 
this syst matic survey of th junior technical schools throughout the 
country. It has be n pointed out already that very few trade 
schools are to I e found outside London. There are, in fact, 31 
trade schools in all, and 27 of them are in or near London. The 
chief reason for this is, of course, that a school that pr pares for a 
specific trad must b so plac d as to be able to draw upon a large 
population. evertheless, it is surprising that schools of this type 
have not been established in oth r great c ntres of population. This 
may be due, in part at least, to the fact that those areas are not, 
like London, administered by a single education authority, but 
are divid d amongst a numb r of authorities which have not yet 
co-ordinated their r sources. The provision of trade schools in 
the provinc s app ar to depend to a considerable extent upon the 
development of schemes of regional co-ordination. 

104. The junior technical schools proper (excluding junior 
commercial schools), to a total number of 98, are more widely 
distributed. They are to be found in all but two of the sev ntecm 
county boroughs in England with a population of over 200,000, but 
in only ight of the tw nty-thr e with populations betwc n 100,000 
and 200,000. Th r mainder of the schools ar distributed about 
the country in the small r towns. Th re ar thus sev nt en ounty 
boroughs and many oth r towns of considerable size in England 
wh re juni r technical schools do not xist. It i tru that some of 

* 13 arci of Education Educational Pamphlets, ~c>. 83-The Junior 
Technical School. JI.M. Stationery Office, price 6d. net; by post, 7d. 
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these towns are not sufficiently industrialised to warrant the 
establishment of such a school, and that in others an attempt is 
being made to achieve the same end by modifying the curricula of 
the enior and secondary schools. evertheless, it seems reasonable 
to snggest that there must be many towns, especially amon&"st _those 
with a population of 60,000 and over, where a fuller appreciation of 
the needs of industry would lead to the provision of junior technical 
schools. Vigorous schools already exist in towns much smaller than 
this, and serve not only the town itself but also the surrounding area. 
Generally s1 eaking, such schools prepare for the engineering and 
constructive trades, and it is found that work of this type appeals 
to those who are engaged in agricultural pursuits as well as to town 
dwellers. 

105. It is very satisfactory to find throughout the country that 
the junior technical schools (including the trade schools) have 
gained the approval and support of the industries that they are 
intended to serve. There is abundant evidence in all quarters of 
the interest of employers in the schools and of their readiness to 
accept their output into their works. One of the most important 
firms in the country recruits its trade apprentices approximately 
in the following proportions :-

From senior elementary schools 55% 
From junior technical schools 30% 
From selective central schools 10% 
From secondary schools 5% 

In interpreting this table the comparative numbers of the various 
types of school should, of course be borne in mind. This example 
is typical of many that could be given. 

106. In recent years the industrial depression has made it 
difficult, even for juveniles, to secure skilled employment. Never­
theless, the junior technical, junior commercial and trade schools 
have been remarkably successful in placing their pupils, as the 
following table shows. The figures were obtained from the schools 
inspected and from all the schools controlled by the London County 
Council. It will be observed that the figures for the second triennium 
are even better than those for the first, in spite of the increasing 
difficulties that beset the industries of the country. 

Jumbers placed in 

Engineering .. 
Building 
Commerce 
\~'omen's Trades 
Other Trades 
Unknown 

1926-29. 

4,868 
1,182 
2,090 
1,969 
1,983 
1,862 

13,954 

1929-32. 

5,156 
1,222 
3,111 
2,424 
2,064 
2,093 

16,070 

I 
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107. Since its inception the junior technical school has 
undergone certain modifications and adjustments, the chief of which 
ar~ ?ue to its success in fulfilling the requirements of industry. 
Ongmally these schools were intended to train the rank and file of 
industry, and it was not contemplated that they would do more 
t~an this. Employers soon found, however, that the training was so 
wide and thorough that while it provided good craftsmen it fitted 
the~ for early pr_omotion to posts of greater responsibility. Thus 
the mdustnal_ honzon ?f the schools has widened considerably, and 
:11any of the1r e>:-pup1ls now hold highly responsible positions in 
mdustry. Many instances could be given, but it will be sufficient 
to quote the experience of the important firm to which reference has 
been 1!1a~e above .. In this firm the proportion of trade apprentices 
f~om Junior technical schools who rise to junior staff positions is 
h1gl:, only about 9 per cent. remaining in the ranks of craftsmen 
until the age of 21. Of trade apprentices from elementary schools 
howeve~, 82 per cent. ren:iain as_ cr~ftsmen t_o that age. A larg~ 
proportion of the ex-pupils of Junior technical schools continue 
their studies in evening classes. in National Certificate and similar 
cours~s, and_ pr?ve _to be amongst the most satisfactory students in 
the h1&"her inshtuttons. By this route many have achieved the 
professional status that results from securing admission to the great 
professional institutions. 

108. In some places where the industries are numerous but in 
comparatively small units junior technical schools of a more general 
character th~n the normal have emerged. Generally speaking, 
they ~re not in close contact with the industries, and, therefore, lack 
the dtrect support and guidance that come from such a contact. 
Indeed, in many respects, they are hardly to be distinguished from 
central or secondary schools. Their chief justification is that being 
unfettered by the conditions of these schools they are able to devote 
the~selves to providing a curriculum with a general industrial bias, 
as distinct from the specific bias that marks the normal junior 
technical school. 

109. The reorganisation of elementary schools under the Hadow 
scheme has had its effect on the junior technical schools, and in some 
plac s has produced a situation which calls for careful administrative 
handling. The age of entry to these schools has been deliberately 
fixed a_t ~bout 13 because that is considered to be the lowest age at 
w~1c!1 1t 1s ~afe to expect a chil~ t? choose his future occupation. 
It 1s ul:teresting to observe that this view is obtaining wider acceptance 
than it has done hithert?. With the d~velopment of secondary 
schools and of _free places in them a great increase took place in the 
number of children who were drafted into secondary school at 
about the age of 11. The field of recruitment for junior technical 
schools at 13 years of age was, therefore, reduced to those who were 
unable, or did not desire, to pass on to a secondary school. It was 
found, however, that there still remained a sufficiently large number 
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of hildren of ability, especially of practical ability, to provide the 
junior 1. chnical schools with a stream of suitable ntrants. With 
the pread of r organisation a new situation has arisen, specially in 
those areas wh re a relatively small number of s nior departments 
now perform the function pr viously perform d by a much larger 
numb r f unr organised schools with an ag range of 5 lo 14 y ars. 
The new enior departmcn ls are oft n hous d in modern building , 
with playing fields and other amenities that make them very 
attractive. Externally at least the junior technical school is almost 
inevitably at a disadvantage, and in addition to the material 
attraction a number of other forces come into play whi h tend to 
prev nt Lransf r from the senior schools to the junior technical schools. 
There are some who advocat lowering the age of entry to junior 
technical schools to about 11 years, the age at which children move 
on from. the juni r to the s nior school and selection for the 
secondary schools takes place. There is mu h to be said for the 
vi w, however, which has hith rto been held, that th age of entry 
to a school pr paring for a specific industry ought not to be lower 
than the age at which it is safe for a boy to be allowed to choo e his 
futur occupation. A further discussion of this problem will be 
found in th r port soon to be published. 

110. In view of this and other questions that have recently 
ari n touching the organisation of junior technical schools it is not 
irrelevant to point out that these schools represent a partnership 
b tween the educational and industrial syst ms of the country. On 
every occasion when industry has had an opportunity of expressing 
its opinion of the schools it has announced its approval of them as 
they now exist. It seems to be reasonable, therefore, to submit 
that any change, esp cially if proposed for administrative reasons, 
should be approach d with great caution, and, as far as possible, 
with the knowledge and concurrence of the industries concerned. 

111. The Consultative Committee are at present considering a 
ref rence from the Board r garding the organisation and interrelation 

f schools, other than those administered under the el mentary code, 
which provide ducation for pupils beyond the age of 11 +, "regard 
being had in particular to the framework and content of the 

ducat.ion of pupils who do not remain at school beyond the age of 
about 16 ". In connection with this inquiry, the Committee ar 
ollecling a large body of eviden e regarding junior technical schools 

and junior commercial schools and their place in the national system 
of ducalion, and will doubtless discu s th function and province 
of such schools at some length in their report. 

5. National Certificates, etc. 

112. They ar has been signalised by an addition to the number 
of 1 'ational rtificat schemes in op ration. 'vVe arc glad to b abl 
to report that n gotiations which have b en in progress for some 
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considerable time have resulted 1-11 tl1 t bl. h d 1 · e cs a is ment of a scl 

~:a:~l :rc~a~1in!~a~~r~i~-it::a\~ ~i~:l\i~e Textile Institute i~c~: 
technical colleges and schools in England a J i,o 1 students attendmg 
c?mpletion of approved part-time coursct Th~ ~s, ~niithei5ucces?ful 
t10ns under. this scheme will be held i~ 1935 1rs. ma examma­
arnns d considerable interest and a n b f • • ~ he. scheme has 
ing textile departii:ients in L~nca hir~~y ~;k~hi~ 5~

1!~t~~n\~?:itai~-
have already submitted courses for approval. c 1 an s 

113- It will be seen from the follow· 1 
numbers of candidates taking the fmal ex~i~i~~~iin:~~~ t~~t ~?tal 
~ourses mll 1934 s~ow ~n increase over those for 1933 but tbat ~/me 
is a sma reduct10n m the numb t I • , 1 re 
for full-time courses. ers a ong the final examinations 

Part-time Courses. Full-time Courses. 

-- Ordinary. Higher. Ordinary. Higher. 

clat s. assecl. dates. Passed. d~~et Passed. Candi-1 p Candi-1 C d" I Candi-1 dates. Passed. 

Mechanical J 1933 2,021 1,104 631 457 75 47 27 23 
Engineering L 1934 1,952 1,017 677 
Electrical J 1933 

471 74 53 29 
1,249 707 489 319 38 

25 

Engineering} 1934 1,358 804 586 
28 14 12 

Building l 933 595 
353 29 18 13 9 

385 188 
• "}1934 666 

145 23 14 17 16 
466 213 159 23 

Chemistry l 933 230 
16 5 5 

124 83 56 
} 1934 197 102 76 56 } 

There are no full-time 

Naval 1933 
Architecture L 1934 

32 23 5 4 courses in connection 

9 4 7 6 with these schemes. 

-- --- -- ---
Totals f 1933 4,127 2,343 1,396 981 136 1~1581-51 •• "\..1934 4,182 2,393 1,559 1,045 126 87 47 39 

Th Engin:c~f;gre~~ntng fiSgurel for Grouped Course Certificates in Gas 
as upp Y endorsed l y the Board are: 

-

Part-time ourscs. 

Ordinary. Higher. 
--

Candidates.I Passed. Candidates.\ Passed. 
-

Gas Eng-incering 
~

1933 53 29 75 
• • 1934 43 

32 
27 94 

Gas Supply 1933 110 
63 

.. • • 1934 
79 52 35 

104 79 54 35 

Totals .. f 1933 163 108 127 67 
• • 1._ 1934 147 106 148 98 

There arc n fu II time courses in connect10n with. these - ·ertificatcs.) 



114. We have for some time past been conscious of the need for 
the establishment of a scheme of National Certificates in Commerce. 
Th desirability of such a scheme was emphasised by the !)epart­
mental Committee on Examinations for Part-time Students m 1928, 
and contemplated also by the Committee on Education for Sales­
manship in 1931; but in the absence of a gen~rally acceptable 
professional institution or association representative of ~ommerce 
as a whole with which the Board could co-operate for this purpose 
it seemed to be impracticable to proceed with such a sche~e. 
Recently, however, a Joint Committee was appointed by t~e ~ssocia­
tion of Technical Institutions, the Association of Principals of 
Technical Institutions and the Association of Teachers in Tech­
nical Institutions to consider the position afresh with a view 
to working out a practicable scheme. We have been gl~d t,o 
co-operate with the Joint Committee through Yo~r MaJesty s 
Inspectors. This Committee drew up a r~port embodyrng ~ schem.~ 
for the establishment of" Board of Education Endorsed Certificates, 
under which the Board would themselves undertake, in addition to 
the duties falling upon them in a National Certificate scheme'. the 
duties which in such schemes are carried out by the profess10nal 
body concerned until such time as a generally acceptable professional 
body representative of Commerce emerged. We have been glad to 
be able to adopt practically unaltered the scheme suggested by the 
Committee, who deserve great credit for finding a solution _of an 
extremely difficult problem, and a circular has al_ready_ been 1s~ued 
announcing the establishment of the scheme, w~ich_ will c~me mto 
operation in the session 1935-36, th~ firs~ ex~mm~tlons be11:g held 
in 1936. 'vVe have, of course, had m mmd m this connect10n the 
valuable work which has for many years been done by the Royal 
Society of Arts, the London ~hamber ?f C?mm~rce and th~ Local 
Examining Unions in conductmg exammat10ns 111 ~ommercial_ sub­
jects. We do not anticipate, however, th~t t~is w?rk will be 
materially affected by the new scheme,. w~·11ch 1s designed for ~ 
comparatively small number of students a1mmg at posts of responsi­
bility in Commerce and taking groupe~ courses of w_ork of a 
relatively high standard. We have been m close touch with all the 
bodies referred to, who have expressed their readiness to co-operate 
in the working of the scheme. We are convinced that the scheme, 
even though for the present it is not a full National Certificate 
scheme will be of value to those engaged in Commerce, and we are 
confide~t that employers, students and others concerned will 
appreciate the advantages of the national standard of attainment 
which will thus be established. 

115. Particulars of the previous full-time education of candidates 
at the examinations held in 1934 for the five National Certificate 
Schemes shown in paragraph 113, together with the corresponding 
information relating to the candidates at the examinations held 
in 1933, are contained in the following table :-

Type of previous 
full-time education. 

Public Elemen-} 1933 
tary School 1934 

Secondary 1933 
School 1934 

Junior Technical 1933 
School 1934 

Other types 
(including -< 1933 
unspecified} 1934 
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Part-time Courses. 

Ordinary. I Higher. 

% % 
43·8 40·0 
43·8 41 ·6 
37 • 1 40· 4 
39 • 0 4 I· 5 
16· 1 16·7 
15·6 15·3 

3·0 2·9 
1 ·6 l ·6 

% % 
37 • 1 36·3 
37·0 36·7 
44·2 45·5 
43· 2 44 • 1 
15·8 15·4 
17·7 17·6 

2·9 2·8 
2· 1 1 ·6 

Full-time Courses. 

Ordinary. I Higher. 

% 
16·9 
15·1 
53·0 
57 • 1 
19 • l 
22·2 

11 • O 
5·6 

% 
16·9 
16· 1 
61 ·8 
57·5 
11 ·2 
19·5 

10· 1 
6·9 

% 
20·7 
19· l 
43 • 1 
63·9 
24· 1 
17·0 

12·1 

% 
23·5 
17·9 
41 • 2 
64·1 
27·5 
18·0 

7·8 

For 1933 candidates whose previous full-time education was 
received at " Public Schools " were included under " Other types " 
but for ~?34 su~h candidates have been included under " Second;ry 
Schools. In view of the small number of candidates taking full-time 
courses, the percentages relating to such candidates should be used 
with caution. 

6. Previous Full-time Education 

116. In our Report last year we referred to the increase in the 
numbe~ of ex-secondary sc~ool pupils attending technical institutions, 
and said that we were takmg steps to obtain for the session 1933-34 
and regularly in future, particulars of the previous full-time educatio~ 
of students in att~ndance at the principal institutions recognised 
under the Regulat10ns for Further Education. This information 
which ~elates to_ ~stitutions recognised as Colleges for Furthe; 
Edu~ahon, the prmc1pal ~rt cho_ols _and the more important Ev ning 
Institutes, but does not mclude JUmor full-time schools and courses 
speciallJ: designed for teachers, has now been obtained in respect of 
the sess10n 1933-34, and a summary i given below. 

Type of previous full-time 
education. 

Public Elementary School 
Secondary School . . . . . . 
Junior Teclmical (including Junior Commercial) 

School, Jumor Art Department or Junior House-
wifcry School . . . . . . . . 

Other types (including unspecified) .. 

Percentage of total 
number of students 
in the institutions 

concerned. 

% 
53·7 
36·0 

4·8 
5·5 
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117. It will be seen that, viher as not so long ago the students 
in technical institutions were. overwhelmingly drawn from the 
public elementary schools, we have now reached a po ition in which 
40 per cent. of the total number of students in .such institutions are 
ex-secondary or ex-junior technical school. It 1s pr.ob~ble that ~he 
proportion of students coming fro_m secondary or Junior te~hmc~l 
chools will continue to increase still further, and the figur s m this 

statement will, we feel sure, be watched with interest from year to 
year in view of the importance of the tendency which they reflect. 

7. Release of Students by Employers during Working Hours 

118. In our Report for 1933, as in those for 1931 and 1932, we 
empha i ed the importance from the point of view of future develoJ?­
ment in technical education of the release by employers of their 
young employees in order to enable them to atten~ during w?rking 
hours cour e of instruction relating to their occupations .. Partic~lars 
were given in our Report for 1933 on a new and more reliable bas~s of 
the number of employees in various industries and occupations 
who had been given such facilities during the session 1932-33. . In 
the following table we give comparative figures both for that session 
and for 1933-34. 

umber of Students released. 

Industry or Occupation. Males. Females. Total. 

1932- 1933- 1932- 1933- 1932- 1933-
33. 34. 33. 34. 33. 34. 

Architecture .. 310 279 14 7 324 286 
Artistic Trades .. . . 71 70 11 7 82 77 
Book, Paper and Printing 

351 2,847 2,737 Trades 2,547 2,386 300 
Building 2,715 2,414 8 11 2,723 2,425 
Chemical 773 1,042 1,276 1,355 2,0-19 2,397 
Clothing . . . . . : .. 108 206 208 275 316 481 
Commercial and Professional .. 1,664 1.473 215 193 1,879 1,666 
Engineering and Allied Trades 6,971 7,098 2 4 6,973 7,102 
Food and Drink Trades .. 1,338 1,778 1,230 1,746 2,568 3,524 
Furniture and Cabinet Making 134 106 2 2 136 108 
e11ining . . .. . . .. 375 364 375 364 
>!unicipal and Government 

1,957 2,243 Staff 1,157 1,422 800 821 .. 
1,297 1,424 255 251 1,552 1,675 Pharmacy .. 

Retail Distribution 1,028 1,212 299 408 1,327 1,620 
Textiles .. 307 408 439 587 746 995 
>1iscellaneous .. 275 318 167 286 442 604 

------ --- ---
Total .. 21,070 22,000 5,226 6,304 26,296 28,304 

" '1iscellaneous" includes leather, musical instruments, optical, 
personal service, rural industries, transport, welfare centre and 

I 
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nursery staff, and several other occupations, in each of which the 
number of students released was comparatively small. 

119. It will be seen that there is a small increase as regards both 
males and females which is welcome as far as it goes. The aggregate 
total, however, (28,304), still represents only about 3 per cent. of 
the total number of part-time students in attendance at institutions 
recognised under th Regulations for Further Education. 

8. Provision for Unemployed Boys and Girls 

120. For two main reasons the passing of the Unemployment 
Act, 1934, meant an important development of the provision made 
for unemployed juveniles. In the first place a specific duty was for 
t.he first time laid on local education authorities for higher education 
to provide courses for these juveniles up to the age of 18, as might be 
necessary. In the second place the age of entry into unemployment 
insurance was lowered to coincide with the school leaving age and 
an obligation was laid on all unemployed person under the age of 
18 to attend courses of instruction if required by the Minister of 
Labour. As regards the second point, 1t should be remembered that 
prior to the passing of the Act the only pressure which could be 
exercised on unemployed juveniles to attend a junior in truction 
centre or class was by withholding unemployment benefit if a require­
ment to attend the centre or class was disobeyed. As the age of 
entry into insurance was 16 years, and as benefit was not payable 
for another 30 weeks after attaining that age, attendance under any 
form of compulsion was confined to persons between the ages of 
roughly 16½ and 18. Though younger boys and girls attended 
voluntarily in fairly substantial numbers in some areas, it is broadly 
true to say that the centres could not effectively meet the problem of 
the unemployed juvenile between leaving school and the age of 16½_ 

121. The placing of a duty upon all authorities to make the 
necessary provision for this service, and a great increase in the 
number of juveniles to whom compulsion is applicable, involved the 
establishment of many more centr sand classe , and the Government 
decided that the Board of Education should be closely associated 
with the Minister of Labour in the conduct of the service. The 
object was, of course, to put at he dispo al of the Mini try the 
Board's experience of educational matters, including the administra­
tion of education, and steps have been taken to secure close and 
continuous contact between the two Departments, both at 
headquarters and throughout the country. 

122. Up to the pr sent our officers have been mainly concerned 
with the arrangements submitted by authoritie for meeting their 
obligations under the Act, and this ha meant the crutiny of a large 
number of proposals for curriculum, staffing and premises. For this 
purpose Inspectors have been specially detailed and a number of 

-



42 

Women Inspectors have been associated with th m in order to secure 
expert con id rati n of questions rdating to the provision m:i.d for 
girl . Som in p ction of individual entres and class s has already 
b en undertaken; this will becom more fr qnent wh n th s rvice 
is fully established, and it i hoped that eventu:i.lly it will be possibl 
to include it in the ordinary work of Your Majc, ty's Insp·ctorate as 
a whole. 

123. The purp s of the cours s has b n l fin d by tit Ministry 
of Labour as " to giv the boys an l girls a r al int rest in life; to 
"k p their minds and fingers active and al rt, and their b di s fit; 
"to t ach th m som thing which will b of r al use to them, wh th r 
"at home or at work; and, without trying to train th m for sp i11c 
" o cupations, to give them the type of m n tal and manna] instru tion 
" which will h lp them to become absorbe 1 or re-absorb cl into 
" mploym ntassoonasanopportunitymayoccur." Itisunnecessary 
to emphasise the importance of making the provision for th young 
un mployecl as comprehensiv and effective as possibl . Ways 
hav to be found of arousing the interest and gaining th co- p ration 
of boys and girls, many of whom have matur cl rapidly as the r sult 
of direct and of ten hard experience of the r aliti s of li.f . Difficult 
probl ms can arise, but when they are solved, as they have been in a 
number of cases in the past, success is correspondingly gratifying and 
often suggests lessons of no small interest and importance for the 
educational service as a whole. We are v ry sensible of the 
responsibility which devolves on the Board in this matter, and we 
shall continue to make every effort to give the Ministry of Labour 
the assistance for which they look on all the educational aspects of 
the work for unemployed juveniles whether in junior instruction 
centres or elsewhere. So far as instruction can suitably b provided 
in technical and similar institutions under our administration we are 
doing our best to secure that facilities are made readily available. 

9. Classes for Unemployed Adults 

124. Last year w report d that a number of local education 
authoriti s, in addition to the now common arrangement of 
admitting un mploy cl adults to their ordinary evening cl.asses fr e 
of charge, had arrange l for the provision of class s specially intended 
for un mployed adults. W hav encouraged th formation of thes 
class s and are glad to be able to report that during th educational 
year ended 31st July, 1934, there was a considerable expansion both 
in the number of special class sand of the authorities provi ling th m, 
429 sp cial classes having been recognised und r the Regulalions 
for Further Education as compared with 116 in the previous year, 
whilst the number of providing authoriti s rose from 29 to 41. 
Authorities which made a liberal provision were London, Lancashire, 
Gloucestershire and Cumberland among the counties, and among the 
county boroughs Blackburn, Kingston-upon-Hull, Liverpool, 
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Manchest r and Wigan. In Cumberland alon no less than 47 
special classes w r provicled. The classes, as in the previous year, 
wcr h ld mostly in the day tim , when the time is found to hang 
specially heavily on th hands of the unemployed, and w re, as a 
general rule, practical in character, the most popular subjects taken 
being for the men, carpentry, boot and shoe repairing, woodwork, 
wireless and physical training; and for the women, dr ssmaking. 
About 50 of the lasses w re h ld in occupational ccntr s provided by 
voluntary bodies under the regis of the Nati nal ouncil f ocial 
Servic . Th re is no doubt that th sc sp cial classe are s rving a 
most useful purpose, nd a numb r of ncouraging reports have been 
r ceived from Your Maj sty's Inspectors testifying to the value of 
the work which is b ing done in them. 

Forth 5 months ended 31st D cember, 1934, 323 class s specially 
devised to m t the needs of unemployed men and women had been 
recognised. The numb r for the corresponding period in 1933 
was 274. 




